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1805 Geary Blvd, San Francisco: Fillmore
Auditorium, December 10, 1965 SF Mime Troupe
Appeal II

The second benefit concert for the San Francisco Mime Troupe has
passed into legend as the first rock concert that Bill Graham produced
at the Fillmore Auditorium. The history and background of the show is
a well-told story, so I will not repeat it here. The interesting part about
the above ad, from the San Francisco Chronicle of December 5, 1965, is
that it may be the first published advertisement--as opposed to a poster
or flyer--for a Bill Graham rock concert. In any case, I have never seen
a reproduction of this ad, and I would be surprised if it was widely
known.

Publishing technology in 1965 was considerably more primitive than it
was later (much less today). Many entertainment ads were typeset and
laid out by the newspaper itself, based on copy provided by the
advertiser. The format of this ad was identical to numerous ads that I
have seen in the Chronicle in the 1965-67 period, with identical fonts,
the venue name in larger type, and the phone number in the bottom
border. It was difficult and financially prohibitive for a venue to
provide different art each week, and they wouldn't have reproduced
well in the newspaper anyway. The fact that the Great Society is listed
as The Great Societt is merely a sign that the layout man couldn't read
someone's (probably Bill's) handwritten copy.
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Everyone also forgets that the John Handy Quintet was the biggest
name on the bill for "Appeal II". The Jefferson Airplane were a popular
local group, but they had been performing for a total of four months,
and most pop groups had a half-life of about two years in those days.
Handy had been a San Francisco State student in the mid-1950s, had
gone to the East and made his name with Charles Mingus and others,
and had returned to San Francisco as an important local jazz figure.
Now, of course, the Jefferson Airplane and The Great Society (with
Grace Slick) outrank Handy, and among the "many, many others" were
a Palo Alto band called The Warlocks (not to mention a lesser-known
Palo Alto band, The Vipers, who evolved into Mt. Rushmore). However,
the idea that these groups would outshine an established jazz figure
like Handy was probably unthinkable at the time.

Note also that in the lower left hand corner of the clipping it says "Ad
Donated." The Mime Troupe case was seen as a Freedom Of Speech
issue, and newspapers in the past were generally always concerned
about defending Free Speech. The rather conservative Chronicle
publishers would not necessarily have approved of the Mime Troupe's
actual performances, had they ever seen them, but newspapers used to
be jealous of their right to speak freely. Marty Balin's roommate was
Bill Thompson, who worked as a Copy Boy (gofer) for Chronicle
columnist Ralph Gleason, who was a supporter of the Mime Troupe
and Free Speech, so its not hard to see a direct line to how the
Chronicle came to contribute an ad. Nonetheless, given the Fillmore
history, its surprising to see a simple black and white text ad promoting
a Bill Graham show with the Airplane and "many, many others," only
the barest hint of what was to come.
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Corry raises an interesting issue here - the issue of advertising
as an art form, and more specifically - advertising of "back in
the day" shows as a psychedelic art form. I have a penchant for
these ads, and even more so the ads for shows advertised in the
Berkeley Barb - where poster artists such as Tom Weller and
Jon Adams would indeed provide separate artwork each week.
ED denson took 1/8 and 1/16 page advertisements on the back
of the Berkeley Barb for a lengthy period in 1966/1967. Tom
produced some stunning advertising for Country Joe and the
Fish - even for shows taking place up in Vancouver. Ross
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I think the Barb and other underground papers benefited from
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the small, hand-made nature of the product. A few people
probably put the Barb together each week, laying out 16 or 32
pages, and Tom Weller probably walked over and handed them
his art work. He probably watched them lay it out, and if there
were any problems (like with shading or borders) Tom
probably helped them fix it on the spot. 

The Chronicle, meanwhile had dozens of ad salesmen selling
ads over the phone to the entire Bay Area, and a huge room full
of people literally cutting and pasting hundreds of ads for a 60
to 90 page paper (more on Sunday), a process that happened
every night. There was no room for individual art works that
might require some special handling.

Now, of course, we can email someone a jpeg, but such
technology was unthinkable at the time.
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